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GRANITE CREEK.

| T'he Best BBoute to the New Dig-
' gings,

(Corrcspondonce of The Colonist).

lorg, B. C,, Dec, 27, "80.
. Almost every week I notice -some report
. of the Granite creck in papers published in
Victorin and elsewhere, some of which are
inaliciously fulse. Nothing, in my estima-
tion, can be more despicable and unprin-
cipled than un attempt to mislead strangers
or the traveling public.  If you will kindly
lend me space I will dispel some of the
mistaken impressions which have become
genoral through cheap advertisements by
interested parties under the guise of reports
from the mines, which are eagerly looked
for by the publie with a view to obtain re-
linble information.

Some time since an article was published
in one of the Victoria papers through parties
interested in the Nicola country (whose
grecdy principle seenis to be that “‘anything
ig fnir,"" not only in love and war, but in
all manner of dealings) that the most prac-

tical ronte to the mines was by rail to
Spence's bridge, and from thence to Nicola

| by stage, from whenee, you are informed,

| good trail branches off to the mines, The
imposition on the public would have been

| no greater had they been informed that the
route was by stenmer to Tacoman, by rail
over the Northorn Pacific to Bpokane, from
thence by trail to the mines.

Now, those same parties who recom-
mended the Nicola did their freighting
over the Hope route. It isalmost a daily
occurrence to hear poople complatning
that upon arriving at the mines they find
not ouly that they were several days
longer than necessary upon the road, but
also from twenty to thirty dollars out of
pockot by being duped into this “*around
the world route.”

The proper route to Granite creek from
all points west of Spence's Bridge is as
follows: Kither by rail or steamer to
Hope, from thence direct to Princeton by |
tlie Similkameen trail. Princeton is about
ten miles irom the mines. This is a gov-



ernment trail, twenty-five miles of which
are wagon road. A number of handa are
employed constantly in repairing and
keeping the trail in traveling condition.

There are tive hotels on this route, the
first, fourteen milez from Hope, kept by
Piatt & Johnson, who furnish a first-class

entertainment for both man and beast at
the very reasonable rate of fifty cents per

meal, ditto horse feed. Fifteen and a
half miles farther on Messrs. YWanless &
Williams cater for the ocomforts of the
hungry traveller for the same considera-
tion. Thirteen miles again and you find
the Summit house with the genial Jack
Sproul us host; nineteen miles, over a
beautiful timbered, prairio, bunch grass
country and natural parks, bring you to
the Broomly ranch and hotel, where Jack
will do his best to £l you up
with good fresh ‘““mowitch" and other
wholesome grub. Then if you are loaded
light you can take a short cut to the
mines, thut brings you there in a few
hours at most. However, if you have
pack horses you must go by Primce-

ton, which 18 a few miles farther.
There is a hotel at Princoton better
known as Allison’s store, A short half
day's travel upithe Tulameen now bringas
you tuv the alroady far famed Granite
Creok on the grassy banks of which five
short months since the young deer gam-
boled undisturbed except,perhaps,by the
prowling wolf vr un oceasional Indian who
passed by uncongcious und unmindful of
the hidden treasure at his feet. Ivery
foot of Granite creek is already taken up
and a large number of olaims are already
taken on the Tulameen bayr, Slate, Cham-
pion and Watch creeks also pan out fair
and some very promising prospects have
been discovered.
GRANITE OREEK..

The population of Granite creek and
suburbs is estimated at 2000 souls. There
are " stores, hotels und saloons in abun-
dance, one tin shop, three blacksmith
shops and a bukery, Considerable excite-
mer! prevails, Large numbers are coming
in weekly and a great rush is expected in
the spring. It is no uncommon sight to
got up in the morning and tind the town
almost deserted running off on the craze
of some new discovery. I understand
since arriving at Hope that the B, O, Ex-
press (Co. contemplate establishing a line
between Hope and the creek as soon as
treasure begins ugain to be laken out.
| Since speaking of the route to the
mines 1 wish to say I have been requested
by several persons who were misled and
caused o great deal of unnecessary expense
" to mention this matter. I amn not a resi--
| dent of Hope, own no property heie and
amn in no way financially iiterested in any
route, ' L. A. Dunxixa.

- ~ei—




January 10, 1886
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The lutest news from Granite creek ra-
ports the wenthor to be cold at Nicola, but
no snow, Cattle men have not fed any
stock, This is the mildest winter they ever
had. The residents of the valley have been
enjoying themselves turkey-shooting, The
company working the mine at Upper Nicola
are vigorously pushing forward their tun-
nels, ’

Gillies" sawmill for Granite creek left
here on Thursday, Largo pack trains and
a number of Siwash trains are froighting
from Nicola to the mines.

All the lakes throughout the other
valleys have frozen solid. The weather at
the mines i8 mild, with about six inches of
ANOW,

Thd prospect along the whole of the
Tulameen and side creeks is encouraging.
The Intest discovery is on State creek;
there are already three hundred meu locat-
ed onit, -

January 14, 1886

THE SIMILKAMEEN MINES.

The Prospects Yery Eancourags=
ing for the Spring.

New Discoveries--Weather Mild i
-=Nicoln Trail Good.

&

Mr, W. T. Thompson, of Thompson &
Ferguson, Granite creek, arrived down on
Tuesday’s steamer. To a reporter of The
Colonist Mr. Thompson said that he left
the creek on the Sth instant, coming out
via the Nicola trail, This trail, for five
milea from the craek, is covered with a
foot of snow, for a further distance of ten
miles fifteon inches of snow covered the
surface, and from this to Coutlee’s the
depth varied from six inches to a foot.

THE TRAIL FOR ANIMALS




is good, and there are a number now at
Coutlee’s awaiting freight, though there is
very little offering at present. The great
eat eold at the ereek during the winter 80
far was 2° below zero with no wind, and
on the morning Mr. Thompson left it was
light above. Bottom Ice has formed on
the creek, which has for some time pre-
cluded mining operations. On Otter lake,
which is twenty miles long, only a thin
coating of ice had formed, and the wea-
ther generally throughout Nicola and
Similkameen has been unusually open.

Considerable prospecting is being done
with successful results and preparations
are in progress on every hand for the pro-
necution of work as soon-ss the weather
will allow. There are

DOZENS OF AMEN ON TUR TULAMEEN

whip-sawing lumber and wing-damming
the stream. _ On this river the prospects
of its being exteusively workad and rich-
ly paying are bright. In the middle part of
' December two Chinamen took out 2260 in
two days. The river is workable for twenty |
miles and prospects taken anywhere in
this lenuth have shown good colors.

Should it prove as rich as anticipated,and
there seema little doubt that it will, there
is room on this stream for the thousands
that are expected to go to the district in
the spring.

: SLATE CRE3EK,

' a tributary of the Tulameon, nine miles

up from Granite creek, is stated to be
fully as rich as the latter, 8 man named
MeLeaii crovicing out $8 in half a day
with a juck-knife. Pieces ns large ns 82 75
have been secured. However,a fair pros.
pect cannot be made ou account of the
ice, but the creek promises to be tho rich-
est of the new discoveries. The others
are Champion Eigle, Hines, and Collina
creeks, all of which have given good indi-
cutions, the former being of the greatest
oxtent,

On Granite creek the larger claims are
all ready for fluming in the spring, par-
ticular attention being paid to the Knight
claim—one of the richest and most ex-
tensive on the creek.

GRANITE CITY.

is assuming substantial shape, there now
baing about 160 houses 1 the town and
neighborhood.  One street ie fully built
up and another partly.  Money is some.
what scarce at present and all are waiting
for the development of spring. The lirst
of March will be the best time for those
intending to go in as it is expected by
that time that operations will be resumed.

Mr. Thompson is of opinion that the
sountry has not been done full justice to
in the reports that have been circulated
about them, though the latter have been
very flattering.

THE BXTENT

of the auriferous deposit of the district is
not understood by the public and un-
doubtedly the spring will prove that
thousands will be enabled to go to thedis-
trict and reap a substantisl benefit from
the mines. Should they prove as substan-
tial in their results as it is confidently ex-
pected, an incalculable benefit will accrue
to the country generally.
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O T ECEL.

HEREBY GIVE NOTICE THAT I INTEND TO
apply lo the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
" Works, Vicloria, to purchase 320 acres of pasture
land, situated on Granite creck, Similkameen. Com-
mencing about } of o mile from the north of Granite
Greck amd running up the right bench 80 chailua;
thence neross the {lat and up the mmountain a short
distauoe, 40 chaing; thence down with the bearings
of the creek, B0 chains; thence back to starting point
40 chaing; the eume s stnked by me on Nosvember
4th, 1885, R. STEVENSON,
Victoria, Dee. 10th, 1885, de25w

January 27, 1886

Froem the Ssimilkamoaen.

Mr. John Derwent arrived down on
[ Sunday from Granite creek aud Otter
valley. The Nicola trail one week ago
Sunday was open and in good order and
the pack trains of Thompsen & IFerguson,
Jumivson and Wilson were constantly go-
ing into the mines with supplies, which
still continue to be cheaply sold.

Otter tlats, six miles from Granite oreek
has been reserved by Mr. Tunatall, gov-
ernment agent st Kamloops, and register-
ed as a town site, end government oftices,
ote.,will be erected at that point.  When
the wagon rond 18 continued to the new
town, access to the mines will be a c¢om-
paratively easy matter.

A couple of weeks ago new rich devel-
opments occurred in Colling' guleh, the
dry bod of a stream,and at dark in the ev-
ening the news arrived there was a general
stampede from Granite creck to locate on
the new tind.

It ia expected that work will open the
latter end of February in the mines, and
by the first of March that everything will
be in full swing,




January 28, 1886

TR
Granate Crecki.

Mr. P. L. Trout has published a
““Prospector's Manual," which purports to |
be a complete history of the Granite oreck
gold mines, with ingtructions as to how to
' get to them, and what to do on arriving
' there. The little pamphlot is ueatly
printed, and the information which it im-
parts will doubtless be very serviceable to
the lurge number of miners who will in a
fow weeks e making their way to the new
Eld.rado.

Mr. T'rout gives a brief history of the
discovery of rold at Granite creek, and
namas the otherpaying locationsin the im-
mediate vicinity., Hesays thatonthenorth
fork of the Sunilkameen river above eight
mile creek where the river lows throvgh
# cafion that much resembles the canin
of Granite creek, there are diggings which
are Linmenaoly richer than Granite creek.
Tho pamphlet containg a couple of maps,
one of the paying portion of Graunite
creek showing the holder of the various
claims.  Mr. Trout discusses the healthi.
ness of the places, and says that one un-
fortunate doctor was starved out for lack
of patients,

e discusses also the various routes to
the wines by the EHope trail—by the trail
from Eagle Puss through the Spallum-
cheen and other routes. He also tells
intending prospectors to whom to apply
for information concerning the min: s and
country generally.

Mr, Trout’s little book will doubtless
supply a want, and ensble many besides
miners to get an acqusintanee with what
will become one of the best known por-
tions of the province, It is regretted
that a few typegraphieal inaccuracies have
crept into the work, attributable, doubt-
less, to ile haste with which it seemed
necessuiy to get it out to meet the popu-
lar demand.

——




February 7, 1886

[EER LR T | lllfl—‘lll-\.pll-l!.r ‘lﬂﬂl-:-

There are now about 1500 miners in
the Granite creek, Colville, and Similka-
meen districts, and it is coufidently ex-
pected that this number will be increased
to 20,000 befure the middle of summer.
While the mines to the north are rich in
mingrals there will never be the output
of wealth from them that there will ba
from the agricultural lands of the Big
Bend of the Columbia, when once that
favored section is settled and put under
cultivation. This belt of wheat land is
tributary to the Columbia for a distance
of thirty miles back, and embraces a
stretch of country as vast as the wheat-
producing districts of Walla Walla, Whit-
man and Spokane counties.  The soil is a
loam of remarkable fertility and great
depth, and is compused of alluvial depoz-
its anud decomposed basalt overlying u elay
subsoil,

—— gl — ———

February 14, 1886

THE FIRST IN CADMMP,
A New Year's Gift to the First
Child a2t Granite Creelk.

A correspondent writina from Granite
Cresk on the 10th Jun , esya: The many
readers af The Colonist will remembor the
acccount of Mr. and Mrs. Ward and child
leaving Victoria on the 20th Octuber last
for the new mines. Arriving at Hope
they were delayed several duys by heavy !
rains.  ®hey accompanied n pack train,
Mrs. Ward and tho little girl being placed
on the hurricane deck of & mule. They
wound their way through the Bridal Vail
valley, following the headwaters of thae
Skagit until the foothills of the great
mountain is reached. They camped
several nights while crossing the snow-

oapped peaks and passed through several
snow storms, but reached the long looked
for Grani® Creek in good health and
spirits,  The little girl (Jennie Ward) is

| agreat favorite with all the miners, and
. on New Year's day they presented her

with a purse of $100, she being the only
white child on Granito ereek. The rum
will be placed in a bank until Jeunie is of
age.




February 16, 1886

SO

SivitkaMeEeNy  Gorp Mises —Ia the
ofticinl reports npon gold discoveries lately
made in the Stmilkameen district there
are stated among other interesting items, :
the facts that on Granite creck for 1885
the pold return (actually known) was
549,000, Tulameen river £60,000, Simil
kameen river £7,5600; that 100 mining
licenses have been issued to Chinese and
that the number of white miners was
about 450. Also that the Granite creck
mines are reached by three different
routes—one via Hope, on the Frasoer, a
distance of 70 miles, and by the C. P. R,
from Kamloops and Spence's bridge, a
distance jof 50 miles to Quilchwina and
Coutlie’s by the waeon road running
through the Nicola Valley, thence 60
miles by trail to the mines. The route
from the last two points to Richardson’s

passea through & lovely couutry, covered
with grass and sparsely dotted with fir
and pine trees, Further on it becomes
more densely timbered and mountainons,
but affords no obstacle to the cheap con-
struction of & wagon road which, for a
distance of thirty five miles, ean be buill
with comparatively spenking little ex-
pense,

—




February 17, 1886

FROM GRANITE CITY.

A-Budgm of News from the
Mining Caunp.

FProspects Favorable for the
Coming Seasomn.

Mr. Henry Nicholson, mining recorder
at Granite City, is at the Driard, having
arrived down yesterday. He left the
mines on the 4th, having been detained
by the washouts and slides on the rail-
way. When BLr, Nicholson left the creek
there were about eighteen inches of snow
on the level. The winter has been very
mild and favorable to the large amount of
prospecting which has been dune. Re-
ports from outside croeks have been very
encouraging, though little work has been
carried on, 8o too much contidence must
not be placed in them.

THE TULAMEEN RIVER

'Of thl.! e Il'lllllllg’ cunp.

seems likely to ba the principal mining
ground during the coming season. The
Chinese last year tock out a large amount
uf gold; but the whites got in too late to
allow of working their claiins. However,
they were well prospected and with very
satisfuctory results. There can be no
doubt about the richness of the ground
on both Granite creek and the Tulameen,
as the fact is already shown in the re-
turns. Considerable building is in pro-
gresd at Granite City of a substantial na.
ture on the two streets of the new towu.
Whip sawing i3 largely being done to
secure lumber. Other parties are putting |
up tee for summer use.

THE TULAMEEN BRIDUE,

at the mouth of Granite creek, was nearly
completed when Mr. Nicholson laft. This
will be a great accommodation for miners
and puckera, and the government have
been very much praised for promptly |
answering the request of the inhabitants '
The Tulameen |
i3 a wicked stream and hable to bad

fresheta; the bridge on this accouut was a

necessity. |

9




It is a matter of congratulation that
the sleigh-road to the mines from Nicola
was not constructed and the money

wasted, as Otter lake, which would form

purt of the‘route, does not freeze sulli-
ciently to admit of horses crossing on the
ice. Without it, the sleigh road would
have been useless.

THE CITIZENS

have subscribed funds to sink a well op-

posite the court housa, which will prove a
great convenience. The working of the

mining ground fouling the water last sea- |

son made it impossible to receive a pure
supply.

The general bealth of the camp has |

been good, nut a single case of sickness so
far.

The mildness of the winter may be
inferred from the fact that the lowest the
thermometer reached was 26° below zurc
and this but f r a few days.

The camp has been very orderly during
the winter, there being but four cases of
drunkenness and only one of assault.

The establishment of

A WEEELY MAIL

by (he postal authorities, it is hoped, will
soon be made, though the citizens still
continue to pay for the carriage of a
weelily mail. The Hope trail would be

" the most favorable for the earriage of the

mail, as it would be received quicker by
that route than by any ether,

At present there is a goud supply of
provisions on the creek for the number of

men now there—between five wnd six
hundred. 'T'he prices still continue tuv be
moderate,

Mr. Nicholson would advise those in-
tending to go tu the mines

NOT To FROCEED TIHERE

at present, as a large influx would only
tend to heighten the price of provisions.
Work cannot be carried on for another
month, and it is 1in the interest of all that
a descent upon the camp should not occur
until the pack trains bring in lurger sup-
plies.

NS
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February 18, 1886

i
A New BHoute to the Simillia-
meen YMines,

R

A party will start out this week from
Yale to prospect a short route to Granite
¢reek from that town. It is claimed by a
man who has been partly, over the route,
that Siwaeh creek and Granite creek
headwaters are very near each other, and
that a first class and easy graded route
can be secured by going aver the moun-
tain opposite Yale direct to Granite creek
bringing the former place within twenty—
live miles of the new mines.

Should this prove the case nfter an éx-
amination by the party, it will easily be
seen that the route could be made the
most desirzble for gaining nccess to the
mines. The Hope trail to Similkameen
is & tortuaous one and a great distance is
travelled that would be saved by this new
route from Yale, and this would also be
the ease if a wagon road is to be built to
the mines. The projestor of the new
route has every confidence in its feasi--
bility.

e

February 27, 1886

FOURTH PARLIAMERNT.

 FOURTII SESSION.

Frioay, Feb. 26th, 1880

Ep-aalar took the chair at 2 p, m,
Prayers by the Rev. Mr. Beanlamds.

MOTIONSE,

 Mr.Semlin moved that a return be made
" of the report of Mr. Lee in referonce to a
‘proposed road to connect the Spillamcheen
" wagon roud st Salmon arm with the G- P.
R; the repert from Mr. Neil Black in refer-
ence to cunstruction of & wagoen read from
the present Nicola road to Granite creek;
also, Mr A. Stevenson's report in refer-
rhca to construction of a wagon road from
Lytton tn Foster's bar. Sccunded by Mr.
Galbraith.
BMr. Allen said that the comstruction of
the latter road was imperatively necessary.
Motion was carried.




March 3, 1886

GRANITE CREE.

The Latest from the New Big-
EiTns.

A Granite Creek correspondent under
date of Feb. 10th says: As the apring is
opening up a few points in regard to min-
ing here may not come amiss. The
weather for the pust two weeks has been
quite mild, with Ohinook winds, snow
fast disappearing. Miners beginuing to
work upon Granite Creek with pgood re-
turne. Other creeks, viz., Slate, Cedar,
Lhampion and Collins, are nearly all
taken up, and active preparationsgoing
forwerd to commence mining as soon na
snow permits. Granite City ia jrapidly
‘building, and people coming in every day,
both by Hope and Nicola trails, although

met the rush that will be next monih.

“The main river is attrzcting o good desl
of attention, and I hear of some good
prospects, Plenty of ground to be se-
oured yet. I think there will bea large
camp here or at Otter Flat (mix miles up
the river from this point), that will last
for semo time. This whole country is re-
markably healthy. —Senfinel,

-

March 7, 1886

FGR THE MINES!

FARTIES EN ROUTE FOR

GRANITE CREEK,

SHOULD LOOK AT THE

Retail Price List of Goods

— &'T—
WARDLE’S GENERAL STORE
|
EOXrEL.

BEFORE FUKCAASING TN VICTORIA.
BAOON.. .. it vowean 1Bt 18 cte, per 1b,
BEANS . . ccianiismniogorserecsaqcBalm parlh,
BUOAN. . oviveenrecineecans - T L0 18 ot per Ik,
FLAWH pur 380k . . oevveiiirscnnnrnrnrarernsedl T
STIRAP PICKS. . ..ovviinienicraniannnann 00ch §3 00
WASHOE PICKS with hasidlvd. ... .oovunnnen gt 00
AXEB. . . viiicaiiiinnianerases B B0 Lo 31 706 ench.
L1110 3T o] . R e ey #1 26 to B1 B0 cach.
PHESSED QULD PANS . cocvirrarnnrnnss Bl cavh.
Othor Goods at L samy Low Hated alwayd on hand.

w7l JAMES WARDLE.
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March 7, 1886

THE ROUTE TO GRANITE
g CREEK.

Steps Talken by the iResidents
of Yale to Open it up.

A public meeting held at Yale on the
ard, instant was largely attended by the
inhabitants of the town to consider the
best means to adopt for exploringa route
and upt,nmﬂ a trail from Yale to Granite
creek mines,

Mr. William Teague was voted to Lhe
chair and Mr. Alexander Lindsay acted as
gecrotary.

The chairman, in opening the meeting,
said: We are called together to consider
the vital importance of the question in
opeuning a trail from the town of Yale to |
the Granite ereek mines, a question that |
not only concerns the future prposperity of |
the town, but the miner, the
packer, and the trader. The geo-
graphiical distance by the map, which
is only about twenty-tive miles and the
information I huve learned from reliable

oo mae T mew em EE W R RS B AT R

-

Indians who are accustomed to the
mountaineering life in hunting through
this range, speak very favorably of the
pass either by the way of Spuzzum or by
the route behind the hill opposite to and
east of Hills bar creek, over an open
country teeming with feed for eight
months during the year. ' These are im-.
portant features and should not be lost
sight of, for we must look out for feed for
the animals as well as for bread and sup-
plies for the miner, which are important
in opening up a new section of
(tha country. 1 think there are very few
physical features to overcome on the route,
which if practicable would prove highly
advantageous as it would cover the dia-

tance in about say thirty-five miles |

through a gold-bearing belt, and striking
the Granite creek range in a more central
direction would prove to be highly
beneticial to the prospector in replenishing
his supplies of provisions, The One-
quahalla river, Andersoun river, Tullomae
river and Coldwater heads are in or near
the same range, and flow in different
directions, giving every indication of this

newly-discovered basin yielding gold in
remunerative quantities between the Otter
valley range on the south and the Fraser |
river rauge on the north, embracing an
urea of 25 to 30 miles wide and 100 miles
from west to east, terminating at Nicomin.

It was moved by Mr. F. N. Bossi, and
seconded by Mr. J. W. Taylor, that a
committee of five gentlemen be appointed
by the meeting, with power to call for
subscriptions and make all necessary ar-
rangements to send o party out to find the
best route to the Similkamesn mines from
Yale. Carried.

Moved by Mr. Clark, and sscondod by
Mr. McQuarin, that the following gentle-
men act a8 the committee, viz :  Mesars,
William Teague, F. N. Bﬂua! J. W. Tay-
lor, (i. MeCloskey and A. Bursbeck. Gar-
ried. _

Thanks of the meeting be duly tender-
ed to the chaicman and Mr. Taylor for
the use of his hall.

A. LiNpsay, Sccretary.

P, S. —=Since the meeting it has been
arranged for parties to leave on Saturday
morning to explore both routes,

13




March 14, 1886

GRANITE CREEK MINES.

A Mischievouns Corrvespondent
Rapped Over the Knuckles.

Incouraging Prospects---Bril-
liant Showing.

(Corvresporudence of The Colonist.)
Graxrre Crry, Feb. 28.

A very unfair and misleading account
of the new gold region of Granite creek
and vicinity appeared in the Times of the
19th instant. ‘In justice to the camp and
the residents thereof, 1 will give a report
of some few prospects obtained on the
difterent creeks. 'The Times' correspond-
ent siates that outside of Granite Creek

NOTHING HAS BEEN FOUND

to justify three dollars a day to the man.
This statement either proceeds from wil.
ful misrepresentation or total ignorance of

-}is fast dwsappearing, and things are be-
"ginmng  to look brighter every day.
{ Miners are continually going out for the
' season’s work, and even with the great
| disadvantages of snow and ice, every day
| of the week gold dust is brought in and
sold both i small and large quantities
Mr. John Pomeroy, on Granite creek, is
taking vut $20 per day, and not long
sinco our day's wourk reached the large
sum of
ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHEY DOLLARS.

The N. B. Co. have put in a wingdam
200 feet loug, snd will commence opera-
tions ut onca. The o nestake, Califor-
uia, Sweepatake, Comstock and cthor
compantea are about ready for sluicing,
and will soon show a good return for their
winter's work and expenditure. There
will be considerable demand for working-
men in a short time, but there is nothing
definite ns yet about the rate of wages.

TUE TRAIL TO KAMLOOPS
| is now good and pack traine are arriving
E regularly.  The writer of the Times arti-

| cle is personally known, and is one of the
| many to be found in every mining camp |
and elsewhere wio are continually dis-
ceontented, and take a bilious view nf|

. ' everything under the sun. The bona fide
ereck, Mr., DMatthews' prospect shows :

' i ! | settlers nnd miners are thoroughly satis-
from 2he. 'I‘.n S to the pan. D._Mnl:tln, fied with the outlook and all expect to
on Collius’ gulch, panned out $19 in a |

faw hours day before yesterduy. ‘The Eu- | G mjh h"fn'nl'__‘ _ __q_“‘“‘“ E_'
reka compuny, on the Tulameen river,

prospected five bits to the pan; other claime
on the same creek equally as well, and
somu considerably better. Mr. Hinds, on

SLATE CREEK,

is sluicing at the present timeand is mak-
| ing big pay. Several others that we know
| of on the same creck are making from $b
| to §10 por day. These prospects, under-
| stand, wereall obtained under the greatest

difbiculties, the creeks being covered with
snow and ico which do not admit of any
thorough prospecting, I am not giving
vou any exageerated report, but only seaek
to put the matter in its truoe light before
the public, who are interested,

i THE SNOW

the subject. Although only five days in
uranite City, the following prospects have
come to my notice among many others,
which I will not particularize: On Cedar
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March 17, 1886
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The Granite Creecik Mines.

To Tt Ebpiror:—Having seen many
lotters lately in the papers regarding the
best way of getting to the Similkameen
riires, I may perhaps be allowed to make
s few remarks in connection with the
matter, as I have resided in that section
of country for over twenty years, and
' have travelled by all the routes that are
now wished for, My idea is that it would
be the wisest course for the government
to select one and then hasten it threugh
to completion. It is not fairto ask any
government to build three or four differ
ent roads into a new mining camp which
may at any date ‘‘tucker out.” Now, Mr.
Editor, there are two wagon roads in ex-
istence to within about 40 or 46 miles of
the mines, that is to esy, the road from
Spenca’s Bridge to Quelshauna and oug
from Kamloops to the same place. Now,
if the roud from there was made in at
oncg (a narrow road would do) it would
do incalculable good to the mines und dis-

trict and will not be an expensive road
and can be travelled at all times of the
year. The only place that would ot reap
any direct advantage from the above road
ia Okanagon, and the trail now in exist-
ence (from opposite the mission there)
would, with a slight additional expendi-
ture, be made to meet the requirements
of that section. The Hope road is out of
the question; it would cost many thou-
sand dollars and only be serviceable for a
few months in the year. All parties can
be served by constructing a read from
Quelshauna, or Alex. Coutlie's, a distance
of 40 or 46 miles, which at present is all
that is necessary. I am quite aware of
the numerous petitions sent down to our
members, each petition advocating a dif-
ferent route, aud petitions which conflict
one with the other have, as a rule, a da-
terrent effect, and place our representa-
tives in an awkward position. One of
those gentiemen has, I believe, been over
both roads (Hope and Kamloops Nicola
road), and should be in a position to know
something about it. If the Hope road
was opened it would really benefit no-

bodv, because all poods and produce can
be shipped to Spenze’s bridge via the C.
P. R. juet as clheap as they could be
shipped to Hope station and then ferried
across the Fraser river, to say nothing of
packing over the Hope mountains.
MiNenr.
- Victoria, March 16, 1886.
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’l‘llL SIMILKKAMEEN GﬂLll
MINES,

——

A Peep nt the New Fields and
the 1Roads Therveto.

From Mr. J. F. Allisen, who arrived
yesterday from Otter Flat, we pgathered
the following interesting particulara about
the Ciranite creek and other adjacent gold
fields: About two weeks ago most of the
miners got ready to go to work but the
cold snap that set in put a temporary stop
to their movements., A few, however, ure
at work with rockers, and some are try-

'mg to sluice;—one or two on the Tula-

| meen river,

Many are
BUSY PUTTING IN WINGDAMS,

One company on the Tulameen is turn-
ing the water into an old channel deain.
ing the bed of the strean  for about 1200
feet, which will give a good chance to test
the bed of theriver. Minera are pressing
out, going up the Tulamesn river locat-
ing olaims and recently there has been an

excitement on tho
SOUTH FORK OF THE SEMILEAMEEN,
About 14 or 15 miles above Princetown,

' where a number of claims have been re-
| corded.

Prospectors have already lecat-
ed as far as U5 miles above Granite city,
and from the number of men daily pour-
ing in from all quarters—Idaho, Wash-
ington und Arizona terrilories, it lookv as
though an estimate of

TEN TEOUSAND PERSONH

as the population of the fields when the

season has commencod will not be above
the mark. Buildings continue te go up |
at Grranite city and Otter Flat (uumu Bix |
miles above Granite) where the govern-
ment has made a reserve.  All the men
are
VERY SANGUINE OF BUUCESS

though it would be better for thuse in-
tending to try their luck to defer going |
for about two or threo weeks, but though
the advice is good it is known that where |
taken the cases nre exceptional ones. In
coming out, Mr. Allison met about seven-

ty men on the road going from Hope with |

packs and hand-sleighe—there being then
about 14 or 16 inches of snow. There
were also three ladies waiting at Hope
who had brought with them .ouschold
goods by pn.cktrum and who were going
to join their husbands already at theo
mines. Thoere is a vory great misunder-
standing about

THE PRIVE OF PROVISIONS

there, ns men can be seen packing in food
in a manner that would be worth a dollar
& pound if they were doing it for others.
Flour can be got for 85 por sack at (iran-
ite, and bacon at 30 cents per
pound, and a better class nf il spiced—in
rolls of three pounds for a dollar, for which
sum also four pounds of sugar ean be pro-
cured. Picks. are selling from $3.60 to §4
each, shovels $2.60; beel 1at1.hu¢ wbout 10
centy  per punud There is now a new
stroot at Granite, ruuning parallel with the

'eentral one, and which is ubout 200 feet

wide, Uutil the late fall of sunow the road
war  excellent, A few
nlrendy “‘broken,” being of Lhat class who |

camo in without a dollar after having ex-

pemlud the necessury money Lo get there.

16
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These will have to knock along ns best they
ean for a week or vo, when they will prob-
ubly be able to get work on some of the
wmining opoerations.
FROM VICTORIA TO GURANITE CITY

will ocoupy abount six or seven duys—that is
| traveling by steamer to Hope, snd thenoco on
| foet with a puck, the bare cost of traveling
lin this manner being ubout 8, irrespeolive
of the cost of meals, which ¢an be procured
all along for H0 cents vach,  Without doubt
these mines are the ensiest of nccess of any
that have been struck.  There must now
be about 700 or 800 wen, and though Ciran-
ite creck 1s tunken up there isstill

PFLENTY OF HOOM

on the Tulameen and other creeks, on
gome soven oc eight of which discovery
claima have been recorded. Taken alto-
gather, it is thought that few will have
difficulty in  finding wages-diggings,
while the rich strikes will, of courae, re-
main the lottery prizes; but there is little
doubt that men will be able to make their |
living on ull the bars of the Tulameen |
and Semilkameen, There have been s
number of quartz ledges located, but

March 21, 1886

(Guardinn.)

The new fures for atage and railway-
travel to the mines (Granite creek), via
this city, should attract the whole con-
The fares are
(only to be obtained in this city), stage to
Port Moody, with 30 pounds oi bagyage
free, 50 cents; raiiroad from Port Moody
to Spence's bridge, 100 pounds of baggage
free, $7 DO; stage from Spence's bridge to
Coutlie's, 30 pounds of baguage free, $3.
[. will be obseryed that the railway fare
one-half of what
for the dis-
tance, the bagpage allowed free and the
to say the

course of minera this way,

is reduced to less than
it formerly was, and really,

rapidity of travel, the fares,
least, are very reasonable,

nothing is doing in that way at present.
There du not appesr to bu men at the
mines as yet with much capital, but there
are many practical, exporienced miners
from the other side of the line, who have
como in with the idea of tracing leads
from American territory. These have an
idea that the auriferous belt extends from
there into the new fields. It is impogsi-
ble to hire pack trains on the Hope trail
ot prcnant those goods that are going in
going by the way of Nicola and Spence's
bridge. A load of flour arrived the other
day from Spallumcheen by way of the
Allison trail, and also one from the Mis.
sion. The freight charge is 124 centa per
pound from Victoria.

Freight Rates [f(rom

ed during the winter,

o]

pound,

————— — i —n = -
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Spence’s
Bridge to Gramite Creek
Have been lowered to 4} cents per pound.
This trail has been open and uninterrupt-
Port Moody or
Hammond to mines are 6} to 7 cents per




LATEST FROM THE MINES.

First Worlk Begun on Granite
Crechk.

—_—

The Prospects for the Coming
Scuason.

Valunble Facts for those In-
tending to go 1o the

Minces.

A reporter of The Colonist called on Mr.
W. 'T. Thompson, of Thompson & Fergu-
son, packers and merchants of Granite
City, who registered at the Oriental yester-
day afternoon. JMr. Thompson stated that

oN arancH 10TH THE FINST WORK ‘
was begun on Granite ereck claims, though
snow had not goue and iee was still in the
¢reek. The South PPork Co,, situnted a
mile and n half from the town, washed their
tirst pan of dirt the day Mr. T. left, it show-
ing $30. 1t was washed by Mr. J. Austin,

late of the Oecident hotel, New West-
minster, Chis was the first dirt washed on !
tiranite creek. f

The creok rung up four miles from the town |
and then branehes ofY in oppositedirections, |
the branches being ealled north and south
forks of Granite ereclk.  From prospecting |
that has been done on the south fork it is |
thought that for twenty miles in length it
will prove to be

THE BEST GROUND IN TIE DISTRICT.

Itis deep diggings andpay gold is foundal- |
most  from the surface to bed rock. The
St. Lonis eompany have commenced to take |
out gold on the south fork, having got down
u depth of filteen feet, meeting gold all the

wuy.‘ Men ure loenting the ground  every
diny, and are jubilnut over the good pros-
peets secured. [t is likely that the whole
twenty miles will be loented, as there is o
rush for it. |

On the main Talameon viver a large
amonnt of work is being done.  As an ovi-
dence of the richness ot the gravel on this
stream it may be mentioned that the Cali-
fornin company refused $600 for an iutorest,
the Intter being 100 feet.  Nearly twenty
miiles of this strenm yet vemain unloented,
and may prove equally rich as that al- |
rendy worked., The Tulaeen is

WORRED BY LARUE COMPANIES,

the San Francisco company having 4100
feot, there being 41 members in the syn - |
dicate, DMany other companies have lo-
cated and are working ground from 500
to 2500 feet in length.

A company is being formed for the pur- |
pose of working a branch twelve miles
bulow (ranite by hydraulic machinery.
This is on the main Similkameen river,
and is a claim previouely worked by Chi-

1 lighter color than that found on the Gran-

nese, who pucked the dirt in sacks to the
water and rocked 1t, making good pay.
White miners now nave contrel of the
ground snd expect to make a good thing
by hydraulicing.

HILL CLAIMS ON ORANITE CREEK

have been sold for as high as §400, These
claima were at first thought to be worth-
less, but o test being made the hill was
found to yield gold of a brighter and

ite and inp quantities.
A new e i been found ton miles
from Prin. and has been named

“Cow-boy Creek." 1t is reported that
this shows good prospects, but the Ffacts |
were rather meagre with reference to it |
whon our informant left,

CREEKS THAT WERE STRUCK LAST FALL
still remain unprospected, viz: Hines,
Champion, Kagle, Gulech, Collins and

Cedar. Men are now working on some |
of them. Slate creek, next to Granite, ia
supposed to be the best ground, though
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on secount of snow and ice a [air test hos
not yet been made.

There is this fact noticeable in connee-
tion with the gold bearing creeks of the
Similkameen. They all come in from one
gide of the Tulameen and evidently have
their source on the top of the mountain,
cutting in their descent through a rich
quartz vein. The creeks all carry gold of
a similar character. It is thought from
this that

SOME RICH QUARTZ LEDUES

will be located by prospectors. One has

already heen located two miles from Gran- |

ite creek on the opposite side from the
Tulameen, A tunnel has been run in,

and the rock recrived looks pood, though |

no assaya have us yet been made.

There is also another fact worthy of
note in reference to the
mines, They are ostensibly

A POOIR MAN'S DIGUINGS,

fee it requires but little outlay to prove |

whether the ground located will pay, the

gold being carmed in shallow deposite of
gravel. Very few men who have gone in
have left the camp, as it is an easy matter
to find ovut the worth of the diggings.
Miners, practical and unpractical, are
arriving frem all quarters of the conti-

nent, the average daily quota added to |

the town being from thirty to fifty per
day, and all express themsolves satistiud
with the outlouvk.

ACCESS TO THE
is simple and cheap. ‘T'he railway compa-
ny are now offering roduced rates to
“through to the mines" passengers to
Spence's bridge From this point to Cout-
lee's is accomplished by atage, and from
this lutter plage to the new town is a little
over thirty miles by trail--in the saddle
or on foot, The trip from Victoria to
Granite creek will

OUCUrY ABROUT FUU'R DAYS —

MINES

one steamer, one
the other on the trail,

o |
Similkameen

rail and vne stage;

|

Parties intending to go to the mines |

would do well to copsult the railway
ugent st New Westminster. There are
good stopping places all along the route,
and a man can travel from Vietoria to
Granite City withoul a blanket, meals |
aud beds of an excellent kind being pro- |
curable at short intervals, |

At Gramite City there are now about |
1,600 people, with plenty of good accom-
modation for as many more, and meals
for 50 cents to compare with those in Vie-
torin at the saame figure.

The following are the

PRICES OF STAPLES

at the mines: Bacoun, 25 to 30 cents per
peund; beans, 12ke; hams, 30¢; Hour,
20 per sack vl 50 pounds (this price being
caused by the packing charges); coflee,
60c;.sugar, .20c; everything else in pro-
portion to the above. -

When-Mr. Thompson left, the trail from
Granite City to Coutlee’s had from four
to six inches of snow on it, while in |

~

places it was bave, The trail i good for

either foot or horse.

— —d

EEs s

Granite Crerk Freicur.—The C. P,
R. announce freight from Port Moody or
Hammond to Spence’s Bridge, bound for
Granite Creek, at 2¢. per pound, making
freight from the railway terminal to the

new mining camp from G} to 7 cents.
—— o
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March 23, 1886

Mr. Sam. Pierce, one of the tirst men
who visited Cariboo, and who last year
“‘gtruck it rich'" on Granite Creek, re-
turned the other day from London, Eng.,
where he visited his brother for the first
time since he came to America, thirty
yeara ago. Dr. Pierce returns to Granite
cresk on Werlnesduy, where he has one of
the best paying claims on the creek.
Though very cautious in his statements,
he admits that the new mines will turn
out good. '

|
[l
i
|
|
I
|

Grasne Creer Mams —There have
| been many cumplamts extendiog over the

' past six monihis of the irregularity or
' rather the total inadequacy of the system

of the delivery of mail matter at the

| Granite creek mines. As it standa al

| present the postal authorities only deliver

= . -

so far as Coutlie’s (forty miles from
Spence’s bridee and fifty-seven miles from
the mines). From thers letters and pa-
pers are taken in hand by a private carrier
who, under many disadvantages, finds it
impossible to fulfil the self-impoaed task
with completesatisfaction either to himaelf
or his customers. Papers lie for weeks
at Coultie's, on acconnt of the difieulties
presented by their weight, while as a re-
muneration a charge of 25 cents is made
upon every letter tuken in to the camp,
which, consisting asit now does, of some
1500 persons, 1s certainly entitiad te a re-

pular and etliclent service. Weo believe that

the mutter has been represented to several
of the mainland members, who no doubt
will mdopt the proper means and bring the
maltter before the government.
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March 24, 1886

—— g . I

/ or Granere Crees —Mr., I Steven- |
/3on 'will placs an express and saddle train
, on the road from Hope to Granite ereck,
| beginning April 8th. Passengers will be

carried through at F10 per head.

———

| ———— ——— - e ——
Giranite Creek,

| City on the 18th iust. says:

ereek will be worked ths season by tluming
whieh, in fact, is the only sunceessful way
it can be worked.  Good pay has been
struck on Cedar ereek, some nine mtles
north of here. A large gquuitz ledge has

ten miles above Otter Flat.,  This ledge is,
[ think, the lurgest ever strack in British
Columbia. It measures about 300 feet 1n
widti., and crops out over 1000 feet nlong
the vein,  This is certainly n rich strike,

- Snow is rapidly disappearing and Lusiness

islively. 1.4

A correspondent writing (rom  Granite |

Spring is now upon us and mining has |
commenced. The bigger purt of Grauite |

beun discovered on Chambers ereck, some

21



March 25, 1886

YALE TO GRANITE CREEK.

A Favorable Route Locanted, 3.8
Miles Shorter Than Amy
Oither.

Y are, March 24. —The exploring parly,
in charge of Riley and Northup, sent out
by the citizens of Yale to get the most
feasible and shortest route to Granite
creck mives, returned yesterday, having
been vory successiul in getting to the
mines and returning by the same trail.
| They report a trail can be made at very
little uxpense by the way of Yale and

Spuzzam, utilizing the Cariboo wagon
' road to Suspension bridge and by build-

ing a trail from Spuzzum acroas the coun-
| try to Otter Flat on the Tulameen river,
' a distanve of 25 miles, where it interaoci-
| od the Nicola trail, 7 miles from Granite
| ereck. ‘The country traversed from Spuz.
| zam to Otter Klat ls very favorable for

March 26, 1886

—————

-~
Granite Creek,

Mr. James Ternay, in a letter Lo the
Cruardinn, speaking of the Granite Creek
mines, saya that a panful of dirt taken
out by one company eontained $30 1n dnst,
Nearly all Codar creek ia stuked off, There
nro ut Granite thirteen hotels and saloons,
ning groceriea, two jewellera’ stores, n
shoemaker's and n drug store, two black.
amiths' shops and one doctor.  Scores of
new housca aro building,

PR ENE—— ———

| traveling, with good feed ~for stock along

| the route, and can be kept open without

any difliculty all the year. Now that the
citizens of Yale have gone to considerable
expense, and proved tho feasibility of the
shortest and most feasible route to the
mines, it behooves the government to see
that a trail is  constructed withoul delay.
This trail is ;4 miles shorter thsv any
other.

— e e —
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March 28, 1886

e —
Granite Creek ﬂll;ms.

A Mr. Jameson has given the Colum-
bian some interesting facts concerning
the new mines. He says: ‘*The Lower |
Tulameen,a few miles below where Gran-
ite creck enters it, is a fine looking piece
of river, and our informant belioves it
will yet prove to be the best dig-
gings in that region, About threnl
mileo of the stream has been taken up.
The Similkameesn river has been pros-
pected to a limited extent, and operations
there will be carried on vigorously the
coming season. Similkameen gold is quite
different in appearance from that of Gran.
ite creek, being darker and rougher. The
mines are stretched over 14 miles of this
river. The country here abounds in game,
and timber and bunch gruss are plentiful.
On Granite creek also there are some high
yravel beds which have given oxcellent
prospects. DBesides tho streams men-

tioned there are about hall a dozen other

creoks which have been prospected more
or less, in nearly all of which gold has
been found in paying quantitice. The
gold belt embraces a strip of country
about 60 miles long and frem 10 to 12
miles wide. During the whole winter
prospecting parties have been out, and in |
many cases, In spite of obatacles, they
have obtoined excellent prospects.

The Upper Tulameen river has been pros- |
pezted for n distunee of about 15 miles with !
encouraging results, butnone of the ground
has been fairly tested.  Several eompanies
have wing dams all rendy, nud sowe of the I
claims were to begin washing the day Mr.
Jameson left (the 19th). On Granitecresk '
there is a canon three or four miles long
where very good pay has been found, Mr, |
Jameson says he has strings of slnices along
this canon yielding from $100 to $600a day.
[here are probably about 1200 white men |
now in the mines, besides quite a lot of '
Chinamen, On the high ground snow is
too deep yet to admit of successful prospect-
ing, but on the low country the snow has
entirely disnppeared, and the ground is

- T '
| almort freo from frost.

W
There is sure to be |
a rush of miners this seasom, and Mr.
Jameson Lhinks we may expect to hear of |
sowe very rich strikes, ns there must be |
heavy deposita where gold is found over
such an extent of country. Persons goin
to thpg mines are advised not to start tuu
enrly.

— o —— e ——

HO! FOR THE

GRANITE CREEK

RETRT S,

A SADDLE AND' EXPRESS TRAIN

|
|

WILL LEAVE HOPE TWIGE IN EACH WEEK

Al oftener if business will justify. A Letter and
Parcel Express to and frum the Mines
Lvive o week,
Pacx Honses miy oE HIRED AT S19 EACH
To THE MINES.

Passengers will be earricd through in Two Days.

FARE -HOPE TD CRANITE CK, $!0 EACH PERSON

=) Traing will commence running on lirst week in
April.

4 Freight at the Lowest Huling Iates,

ROYT. STEVENSON,
Hope.

ADDRESS;
mh24dw i
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April 2, 1886

FOURTH PARLIAMENT.

FOURTIH SESSION,

——

EVENING SESSION,

Mareh 31, 'S6.

QUESTIONS.

L4

Mr. T. Davie asked: Will an assize and
eounty court be held at Granite ereek duar-
ing the coming summer; and, if so, about
what time will such court assemble ?

Attorney-general said that a court would
be held there during that time, but the ex-
act date ke could not at present indicate,

April 4, 1886

—il—

><GIU.NITE Creeg Main. — Hon. Mr.
Smithe anncunced in the legislatuie last
evening that he had been informed by
telegram from the secretary of state at
Ottawa that a mail service had been ar-
ranged for Granite creek and a postmas-
ter appointed.

——

UGREANITE OREEL. ’

Hon. Mr. Smnithe said he had reseived
a telegram from the secretary of state at
i Ottawa, stating that arrangementas for the
| carrying of mails to Granite creek was
| arranged for and the pestmaster appuinted.

The announcement was received with
marked approval,




April 6, 1886

“THE YALE-GRANITE CREEX
ROUTE

As Reported by the Exploring
rarty.

Ths government have received from Mr.
Wm. Teague, chairman of the Yale commit-
tee, a report of the exploring purty sent cut
from that town tor the purpose of finding
the nearsst route from there to Granite
City. The names of the explorers were C.
W. Riley and W. E. Northrup, who were
accompanied by two Indian packers. They
left Suspension bridge on Monday the 8th
ult., and on the following Sunday at?2 E
., after having met with cousiderable o
struction from snow, they sighted the Tula-
ween river. The distance bearings as given
in the report show a great divergence made
on the way in, where, after having on the
fifth day in left the XNicola trail and geing
N. E. by N. for two miles, and on Saturday
N. E. for two miles, the party made a turn
on Sanday, ‘running S. E. by S. for 13
miles. During one part of the way they

HAD TO LEAVE THEIR PACKS

and go ahead to break the trail, sinking ot
every step from one to oue and a bali feet
| ot every step. The highest wountain tre-
| velled en route was the mountain at the head
of the Anderson river.  From this poiut, a
distance of about twenty iles, they fouud
an ensy grade through an open couuntry
(stndded here and there with smwall prairies
with every indiecation of an abuudance of
fecd in the summer senson) on to the Tula-
meen country, The grade was so easy thut
the party did not know they were up uutil
they noticed the water rnuning in the other
direction. The estimated distance is nbout
34 miles from Suspension bridge to a point
on the Tulameen river, two wmiles above
Otter Flat, and seven miles above Granite
creek, makiong the
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM YALE G0 MILES,

which were accomvlished in four days from
from Granite creek, despite the inclemency
of the weather and encountering severs snow
storms, and huving traveled the whole dis-

tance until within four miles of the suspen-
sion bridge omn snow shoes, which they
regard as satisfactory for a practicable ronte
in opening up and striking centrally a now
portioh of

AN UNDEVELOPED COUNTIY,
greatly intluencing this newly-disc verad
route above any other yet made. There |
are but fow obstacles to overcome in mak-
ing an easy, practicable and short trail to
the Granite creek country, aud the creeks
adjacent to the Tulameen, from the sus
pension bridge, which are considered
most important points and should be duly
observed and receive the early attention
of the government. One of the Indians
who packed over the Hope trail last sum-
mer wes of the party and pronounced the
route by way of Yule

TO BE FAHR SUPERIOR

to the Hope trail. There were no such
mountains to pass over by the way of
Hope. If a favorable trail was mado the
journey could be accomplished from Yale
on horseback in one day, and on foot in
two days. In submitting the report Mr.
Teague gives as his opinion that the au-
riferous velt extends westerly through
this undeveloped stretch of country.

- i

-
Freight Ratwes (rom Spence's
Bridge 1o Granite Creek

Have been lowered to 45 conts per pound.
Thie tzail has been open and uninterrupt-’
ed during the winter. Port Moody. or
Hammond to mines are 6} to 7 cents per
pound. : . Jw

=
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April 7, 1886

RATESOF FREICHT

— I'roM —

SPENGE BRIDGE

GRANHT;E;GHEEK.

Spence’s Bridge to Coutlee’s
ONE GENT PER POUND,

i Coutlee’s to Granite Creek,
‘ THREE OR FOUR CENTS PER POUND.

Two Hundred Tndian Horses have just
rot there, and Freight will be Packed
from Coutlee's from this forth for

FROM 2 GR 3 CENTS PER POUND.

1 will guarantee or contract to take all
Freight frcm here to ¢he mines with dis-
patch fur from

Four to Four and a-half cents
per Pound.

R. CURNOW,
Freighter and Forwarder.
Srexce’s Binnae, April 4th, 1850, ap? 1w

April 9, 1886

Tue New Diceinos —The influx of
opulation from all parts to the scene of
the gold discoveries on Granite creek con-
tinues to increaee. A number of men
left by this morning's New Westminster
steamor for ‘‘the mines thal ope’ in the
spring, tra la."

e T
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April 14, 1886

. FROM THE MINES.

Discouraging Reports trom the
Similkameen, °

A party of miners arrived down yester-
day from the mines in the Similkameen,
and state they have had enough of the
mines. . Granite creeck, they state, has
some very good claims; but they are not

‘at present being worked, on account of

return homae.

high water. The ground in Collins’
gulch has not turned out well, and is not
in any sense rich. Collins, its locator,
has been paying wages and no more.

On the Tulameen river a large amount
of work has bean done, but poor wages
has beeu the only result. The party who
have returned sank to bed.rock on this,
but got no pay. They also prospected on
Champion, Cedar and other crecks, but
without securing any pay, small colors

only being met with. :
Noarly all the length of tho various

creeks from head ® mouth has been
staked off without any work having been
done on the claims, and the cabina and
tents of the miners waiting for the snow
to disappear, are scattered throughout the
whole country. .

Owing to the enrliness of the season,
proper prospecting could not be done,
and all those who have gone and are
going in will have to wait for the snow to
go and the freshet to subgido before being
able to work. The consequence is that
most of the men in camp have but hittle
cash. It would have been much betrer
if the rush had not taken place until the
middle or latter end of May.

The purty came out by way of the Hope
trail. Snow from the 20-Mile House to
eight miles beyond Summit House is still
from one fuot to an indefinite depth, and
it ia toilsome work wading through. De-
yond this point the trail is good.

About eighty persons were met on the
trail on the way in, and tho same number
leave the district as visit it, 'I'he mines
may turn out better than the party an-
ticipate, but they are quite satisfied to

i iy
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April 16, 1886

——

From Granite Creek,

Mr. H. N. Coursiers arrived from Gran-
ite Creek yesterday, by way of Hope, and
is rogisterad at the Oriental. The trail
over the muuntain is still deeply covered
with snow, on the summit it being six
feet in depth,

Work was in progress on Uranite creek
when a sudden very warm spell caused o
freshot, and wmining is suspended for an
indefinite perivd. Contrary to the state-
meont of parties who returned the other
day, Mr. C. saya that prospocts are good,
and especially on the Tulameen. The
Homestake company, fifteen miles above
Granite creek, about three weeks apo took
cut §5623 for three days' work. Ground
above this claim has been stakod off, but
ia not us yet worked.

In Collins’' gulch, the day -before Mr,
C. left, one claim had taken out $50 for
threa daye' work. The other creeks pay
wayges, In spite of the scarcity of money,
the only gold being nmu.lf quantities
brought in by prospectors, the feeling ia
that the mines will tuen out well, though
thers are many who are akﬁptlcal in this
respoot.

Owing to high water it is impoassible to
work for the next five or six wouks, snd
it ia unwise, for those intending, to visit
the mines until that time has expired.

Bridges are being thrown over the creeks
on the Nicola-Granite Creek trail, which
will be the only route for packing goods
or comfortable travel for a mtmth to come.

i —— i ——— — e m—
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April 17, 1886

Arthur Perry wrote March 2¢th to
Mujor Jones of this city as follows, from
GGranite creek, B. C.:

{
“In reply to promise, T will tell you as

a friend this country is too highly over-
rated. At present it is impossible to do
a thiog at mining, as snow and ice bar
your efforts. [ have no doubt that there
will be excellent discoveries in this re-
gion, but the middle of June will be soon
onough to come here. I have joined a
party of old miners, and expest to locaze
on Slate creek, fourteen miles from hera,
All wo can do at present ia to lie about
and eat badly aooked grub and pray for
snow to disappear. fow river olaims
are being worked a little, but naot much
money being taken out, There are about
e thovsand men here, and nearly all of
them broke. Five women are in the
town, and a good many gamblers. 1
have seen some nice gold ta'ten from dif-
ferent creeks, and there ie no question
that it is a gold country; but with my
lictle experience I would advise any man
with a situation in civilization to atay
with it, and not gat excited over Graaite

creek."—8sattle Poat-Intelligencer.

April 21, 1886

FROM GRANITE CREELN.

Latest from the Mines--=Pro-
gress of the Town.

rowid Adviee for Intending
Miners.

Mr. W, Cusack, representative of 5. J.
Pitts, arrived down from Grauite creek
yesterday. He reports matters at the
mines at a stand still at present owing to
spring freshets. Only two claims on
Granite creek were taking out any money
and it will be six weeks before any worx
can be done. [Practical miners who were
over the mining ground oo the creek last
fall, have estimated that $£400,000 will
cover the wealth of the creek and think
that this will be taken out during the
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coming season.
OTTER FLAT.

The townsite at Otter Flat is being
taken up and several busineas buildings
are already erected, while othera are in
course of construction.
miles from Granite cify and is at the
junction of the Tulameen river and Otter
creek. It is thought that this will be the
chief miniug camp during this year, as
Cedar creek is one and one-half miles
distant; Collin’s cresk two ‘miles; Slate
creek three miles; Bear creek eight miles,
and Champion creek fourteen miles, all
tributaries of the Tulameen river. The
prospecting party from Yalo struck the
district at Kagle creek, above the last
named creek., All these creeks are gold-
bearing and have beeu but shightly pros-
pected. )

THE PRESENT TOWN,

At Grunite city thenew bridge is of sub-
stantial construction, 200 feet in length and
soven feet wide, Four other bridges on the
trail from Otter Plat to Coutlie's are in

This point is six

course of eregtion. The business men of
the town cwploy a night watclimny, ench
paying $3 per month. This has tended to
preserve good order, The business of the
town cousists of nine general stores, four-
teon hotels and restaurants, awong which
are such mames s the Drinrd, Stanley
house, Cariboo hoise, the Adelphi. ote.;
two jewelers, threo vakers, three barbers,
threo blocksmiths, two livery stables, a
shoemnlker,, butcher, chemist, attorney,
doctor, while eight pack trains are owned iu
the city. The buildiugs are two hundred in
number, aud oceupy two streets—Govern—
me nt and Granite,
THE ROUTE.

The trail from llope is not yel in order,
though Mr. K. Stevenson had started to
make it passable, The trail from Coutlie's
is free from snow and in good condition.
However, as thy freshet will not be over for
six weeks, it is useless wen without eapital
going in for the present, as it wonld only
resalt in discoursgement to themselves and
‘diseradit to the distriet.

-weeka time for those who

4 WORD To TIHHE WISFE.

Mre.' Wi, Jonsen, who arrived down
from Granite creek yeaterdiy, says that
there is a good deal of dissatisfaction
among those al the mines who find they
have gone in too early. ‘T'here is not, and
will not be, employment for at least six
have to work
for othars, and he sdvises peoply, if they

have nut  xot enough to  keep
them for, say two months, pot to
gu in. The freshet has swt in on the

sreok and there are only about two claims
working on Clranite creek. Several claims
started in working and took out pay, but
they had to dmscontinue owing to the
wuter, In all gulches esnow s
still  very* deep. Where  there
has baeen a general prospecting, parties
are satisfied with the result. Some whose
funds were at zero have left again, among
them being several practicul miners,
These latter, however, will return when
the seasonopens.  The country is not
condemned by practical miners by any
moenns; but is like all new fields—whether
good or bad—over-puffod by some and
over-condemned by others.  All will be
able to speak better when everything hae
been in tull swing for a time. So at prea-
ent thoss who have only about enough to
enable them to get to the mines had bet-
ter wait until the time mentioned.
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April 25, 1886

FROM THE MINES.

Progress Made=-Probable Pros-
pecis-=A New Sirike,

B p—

Why the Mines have been
Unfavorably IReported.

Mr. W. T. Thompson yesterday regia-
tered at the Oriental from Granite creek.
He left the mines on Wednesday morning
last, and made Spence's bridge in sixteen
hours’ time on horseback. The trail from
Granite creek to Coutlie's, by way of
Allison’s, is entirely free from snuw and
the bunch grass is green on the hills all
along the route. The trail by way of Otter
valley is témporarily closed on account of
high water in the streams,but bridges are
being built pver these. Mer. D. McBeth,
the contractor, is pushing the workand aa
scon as the water is low bridges will be
ready for travel.

MIVING OPERATIONS

on the creex are delayed on account of
continued high water, though when Mr.
Thompeon left the water had fallen two
feet and waa still lowering. Snow on the
lower altitudes has disappeared and in all
probability work will be recommenced in
ten days. Some of the claims that got in
work before the freshet took as high as
5200 per day.

Collins creek, between Granite city and
Otter Flat, has Iately shown good proa-
pocts, sume very pretty coarse gold having
been secured. 'he gold is much brighter
in appearance than that on Granite creek.
Those who have claims on the creek are
more than plaaaed with the pruspects,
With the exception of Cedar creek, whare
prospecting is now being done, work on
Al other creeks has not begun owing to
' the high water, A new gold-bearing creek
has been discovered ten miles from Alli.
son's,emptying into the Similkameen. It

ia reported by prospectors us showing
good colors,

The Naw Brunawick mining company,
one of the largest and richest companies
on the Tulameen, are about to begin
operutions on their 2000 feet of ground.
Prospects have been flattering and the
chances are that large resuits will be
sacured. The California Co. also are
about to resume operations, They own a
large extent of ground on the Tulameen.

The sawmill of Woeodland & Gillis is
now in full working order, and lumber is
being aupplied by them st half the price
of lx st full.  This firm intend bwlding a
roud up the creek in order to distribute
the lumber w0 the miners cheaply and
quickly.

With regard to the gloomy statements
of partiea who have

RETURNED FROM TITE MINES,

Mr, Thompson says that they have chiefly
been made by unprincipled men without
means to ourry them thewugh until work

begun, and havivg gone into the district

hefore there wus a prospect of seouring
any work or testing ground, they were
unable to remain.  There has nothing as
yet tranepired this year that would cause
the statements proviously made about the
richness of the ground to be withdrawn,
and all those who were in last fall and
who understeod the nature of the couatry
have every feith that so soon as the water
has lowered and mining 18 in [ull sway,
infinitely greater returns will result
over these of last year. Duriag !ast sea-
son work was not carried on in a thoroughn
and practicable manner, there having
been but a couple of companies who did
any sluicing. Kvery preparation has been
made this year to Hume and work oz,
the entire creck and save all the gold, the
best part not yet having been touched.
RETURN FARES.

In compliance with a suggestion made,
Mr, G. Kyle, general superintendent of
the Onderdonk line,hus issued orders that
the esame rates of fare be given from
Coutlie's to returning passengers as thosy
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going in. Tickets s 5.1nced on sale at
the ereek from Coutlie’'s through to
Moody. DMr. Kyloe has generously met
the propoeals mady by merchauta of
Granite creek with regard to freight and
passenger trallic to the mines, which has
resulted in benefit o all parties con-
cerned,

Mr. Thompson brought down £4000
worth of durt, takan from Granite creok.

April 27, 1886

URANITE CREIRK,

Some who went over a short time ago have
roturned, and rveport that high water hus
commenced und work may not be expect-
ed to commence again, to amount to any-
thing, for o couple of months, Pack trains
are constantly running betweer Coutlie’s
and Granite ereck, and there are several
four-horseteams running between Spence's
Bridge snd Coutlie’s,  Outs can scarcely
be bought here at any price. PPack traina
ran throughout all last winter betwoen
here and Granite Creek, and caused a
good demand for feed-grain, hence the
present scurcity, Mr. James Corlett has
talkkon on shares Mr. W, Charter's ranche
(in the torks of the Nicola and Coldstreain
rivers) and is actively employed in
PUTTING IN A LARUGE CROL,

This gentleman has not been long out
from Seotland, and we wish him all sue-
coss, Mr. Sincular (late Canadian Pacitic
railway sub contractor) passed through
Nicola the other dauy on his way to
Kamloops on business. He intends ro-
turning through Nicola with a band of

horses which ho intouds o ship to Vie-
toria or claswhore for snlo.  Mr, Geo. A.
Caughell left Nicoln n fow days ago with
his stallion for Chilliwhack. His present
intention is to  return to Nicols after the
seuson it over, ‘The members of the
METHODIST cHUReu
in Nicola welcomed an addition of three
members to their nuwmber last Sunday in
the Lower Nicola schooikouse,  We
think this schoolhouse ought to be called
o Wood ward Schoolhouse,”" because
nearly all the seholars are eithor Wood-
wurds or near relations of  that numerous
family, and the present esteemed teacher
has w  leaning  that way.  Rev. A,
R. Sherift, late  of  California, has
returned from Granite Creek, whither ha
went n short time ago. He ruptured o
blood vessel in his lu_p., going over there,
which partly caused his quick roturn,
We are glad to learn that his condition ia
not so bad as might be éxpectod under
the circumstances, "Uumiug ovents cast
their shadows before” will explain certain
very, very ““}"JF'-“!”: events whieh nre
Ilkuly to happen in the Lower and Nicola
Lake portivus of Nicola soon, W, W,
e S e
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May 5, 1886

GraNIiTE CrEEk.—Arrivala from the
Granite Oreek mines confirmn the report
~.of the government agent there to the
effect that the freshet will prevent work
for some time to come. Many miners,
whose funda will not permit them to re-
mein, are going elsewhere, until the sea-
son really opens, and from this cause
mora men are leaving the mines just now
than are going in, - .

May 12, 1886

| =
Upper Country News,

Mr. Thomas Daley, of Keremeos, is 2t
the Oriental. He came over the

Hore Tra1L,

reaching the summit without any diffi-
culty, but was from that point obliged to
have his horses sent back, and come the
balance of the way on foot. He encoun-
tored throe miles of snow, avoraging about
three feot in depth, which etfectunlly pre-
vented the horses’ further progress. Thero
ian lot of freight at Hope, and a number
of horses on the othor side, waiting to
come in, but this is quite- impossible on
acoount of the blockade which should, he
says, bo speedily raised. He reports mat-
tess very quiet at

' URANITE CREEK,

"and would mnot advise parties go-
ing in until  July. He heliovea
there is a great future before the
mines, which only require development
to_ifisure their suacess. As many {Junpla
are going in to, as coming out of, the
mines, and he attributes the bad reports
roceived here ontirely to those persons
who havo gone in without any means in
an unfavorable time, and been oblignd
naturally to raturn, The orops are pro-
gressing favorably, and the secttlers are
well contented.

SMITH'S LEADS,

near Osooyos, are to be worked this sea-
son, having been bonded for $60,000 by
a Portland company. The people are
locking forward to good times in conss-
quence, which will certainly result if the
company proceeds, as is expected, with
the work,

R

—ile——
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GRANITE CREEK.
Relinble Particulars of ke
Present Condition of Mines,

Among other guests at the Occidental
are W, B, Sheppard and W, L. McClure,
who arrived yesterday from Granite
Creek, and give an account of the mines
there similar to the last reports furuished.
The freahet is strong at present, and will
not, Mr. Sheppard thinks, allow full
scape for work untiil the beginning of next
July., The bridge along the Otter Flat
trail is nearly completed; and on their re-
turn journey the prospectors met large
quantities of

FREIGHT GOING IN T0 THE MINES,

by way of Coutlie’s, showing that mer-
chanta have as inuch, and perhaps more,
confidence in the digginga than have the
miners themselves at present, though
there is comparatively no work going on
there just now. A few companies are at

work on the south fork, about three and |

a-half miles above Granite City—where
paying claims—if there are auny at all
(besides those already located on Granite
Oreek proper) will, it is expected, be
found., Portions of the creek at this
point have been wing-dammed, for the
purpose of teating the gravel and bed-
rock. The channel here is very narros;
rises very abruptly and then widens out,
so that thero is quite a flat on each side of
the creek, which will nake it more diffi-
cult in finding the paying part of tho
channel than in ordinary cases,

iJDLLINH'GULUI[, CEDAR CRREK, BEAIL UREEK
AND OTTER FLAT

have not, so far, come up to the expecta-
tions of those who have been testing
them; one company on Cedur oreek hav-
ing sunk a shaft renching bed-rock, at a
depth of sixty feet, only to tind that there
was not sven o color, though the latter
had shown pretty freely in one of the
higher strata. The principal object of
Sheppard's and McClure's search was

quartz indications; but in this they were
unsuccessful. This, however, thoy men-
tioned in conjunction with the informa-
tion that the snow on the higher
benchesa had prevented an extended
search, and they also admitted not hav-
ing been to the end of Nicolu valiey.

BUSIN ESS

ia naturally a reflex of the state of the
mines, and though with such a number of
men there, atores, hotels and saloons are
all doingsome business, yet many pro-
prietors find . thomselves alrsady con-
fronted with the request for *'jawboue,”
whioch is rather early in the day to be
vory promising. More men are leaving
than are going in, which is more from a
knowledge that the season will be late
than from being aware as to how the
fields will “pan out.” That must be left
to the subsidence of the freshet and to
hopeful hearts nnd sturdy determination
to discover,

———
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May 15, 1886

GHRANITE CRREEK AGAIN.

The Other Side of the Plciure.

Esquimarr, May 14, 1886.
To tae Eprtus:—I'send a letter from
a young man now at Granite Creek, sout
to a friend of his, and as I think it may
do some good to publish it I beg to en-
alose u copy of same, requesting you kind-
ly to insert it in your paper..
Vicror JENSEN.

GraNiTe Creek, April 23,

“I arrived at Granite Oreek all safe. It
took us five days from Hope to Granite,
for we had about forty miles of snow to
walk through, from abou! two to twonty
feot deep. No pack-animals can get in by
this trail before a month or more. I do
not see any use in o man coming in here
before the middle of June or July, and
oven then, in my opinion, he had better
keep away. This camp is not what it was
ropresented to be; und I have found out
since that the glowing statements ubout
Granite Creek were [uisa,

It is time that claims on Granite creek
were paying wages, taking the outlay into
consideration; the diygings are very deep
and it would cost three or four hundred
dollars to open them up. I don't ses any
poor man's diggings about them,

There are hundreds of men leaving this
place; men who have bean here all winter
and spent all they had prospecting. OId
miners, too, say that the country does not
amount to much. There is a little gold,
but it is in spots, and they are few and
far between. There is no work to be got
here yot, and if you did hap-
pen  to get work you would
have to  wait until they toock
the money out of the ground to get pay.
This is the poorest mining camp I ever saw.
Old Mrs. C is up here running around
like the balance of us, We cannot do mueh
prospecting on account of the snow and
frost. The lower parts of the ereeks ure
oll claimed. Jensen bLrothers have built a

e e s
house for store purposes about six miles up

the Tulameen from Granite, at a place
called Otter Flat. I saw some gold the
other days that a couple of boys brought in
from Colling Guleh,four miles from Granite.
There was about three or four ounces and I
think they worked about amonth to get that
much out. If any of the boys want to live
on bacon and benns and leave the country
dead broke there is u good chance up Lere.
Btill, something better might be struck after
the snow goes off. I am sorry I came up
here so soon, aud hate to lenve now nutil I
know if there is auything or not.
A.S.
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May 18, 1886

GRANITE CREEK ITEMS,

Discevery of a New Creeik.

We have been permitted to make ths
following extracts from a letter written by
the gold commissioner at Granite Creek,
and received by the minister of mines on
Saturday:

“I have the honor to inform you that
a new creek named ‘Boulder craek,’ has
been lately discovered. It crosses the
(Giranite creek-Nicola trail at a point
about eleven miles north of this place
(Granite City), and empties into Otter
creck on the west side, near the head of
the lake of that name.

FIVE PANS OF DIRT YIELDED FOUR DOLLARS,

The prespsct was obtained on u bench
about thirty feet above the present chan-
nel. A number of persuns have started
with the intention of staking off ground.
e * There are about

ONF HUNDRED AND FIFTY MEN

at work on the South Fork of Granite
eroak, concerning which sanguine expec-
| tations are entertsined. The Spokane
company are down 18 feet and daily ex-
pect Lo reach bedrock. The water is still
at & high stage, and mining on the rivers
and Granite creek is alinost entirely sus-
vended,

— e

Walen cnallam

MR, A, E, HOWSE,
of Nicoln Lake, whose mercantile husiness
during the last fow years has inciamsed so
rapidly as to necessitate extensive enlarge-
ments to his present premises. Heinforms
us that as soon as the necessary materials
can be obtained he will build an addition
to his store, and also n large storchouse.
During his recent visit to the east he pur-
chased direct from the manufacturers a
large stock of goods, and in conjunction
with Messrs. Thompson & Ferguson (of
Giranite Creek) has six car loads of mer-
chandiso ¢ ronde.
MESSES. THOMPSON AND FERGUSON

are going to build o large storehouse at
Nicola Lalke for the accommodation of the
public generally, but particularvly for their
own 8o, a8 a point from which they will
forward their freight to Granite Creek.
The majority of the Granite Croek freight
is now teamed to Nicola Lake and thence
packed to its destination. The teams on
the read between Spence’s Bridge and the
Nigola Lake hava bean very busy the last

week. [Freight is a cent a pound from
Spence’s Bridge to Coutlie’s or Nicola
Lake, which is lower than it has been for
several years, if ever before so low. lrri-
gating has just commonced and water is
plentiful so far.
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June 6, 1886

Granite Creéis,

A gentlemsn who arrived from Granite
creek yeaterday says that little work can
be done in the mines before the last of
July, owing to the water. About 700
men are in camp, dving little or nothing,
and many would come away if they could.
The gentleman referred to was very earn-

eat in his expressions of.disgust.
i

June 17, 1886

~ FROM GRAHITE CREEK. |

Lotest NMews Erom the Mines,

e x

Work Resumed With Good |
Prospecti=-The Hope Tiraile-
“Lord" Dowrmins In Gnol.,

——mm

Mesars. Bugene Sperry and 1. D/
Graydon have just arrived in the city
from Graaite Creek. We learn from them
that when they left the minet, on Thurs.
day last, the water wun just going down, |
and that it was expected work would have
beagun the first of this week. Owing to
all thiw #ingdams having been washed
away, new ones will have to be pu* in be-
fore mining can be resumed. There is

robably & population of 400 at Cranite
&uuk now, exclusive of the Chinese.

These Intter are secaring

i
LARGE INTRRESTS,

ad thoy are buying up the eclaims of the l
many who are either disgusted or
““busted;” and aucnrdinz{ to our inform

antn, the “dead broke" constitute nine-
tentha of those in camp. They calculate
thut as many are coming out of, us going
into the mines,

['he Hope trail, which these gentlemen
came down by, is in good condition, all
the snow having disappeared. The ac-
commodations in the way of comfortable
inns and the like are all that oould be de-
sired. They express thomselves as highly
delighted with the

SCENIU ErFFILTS

ou their journey, while their bronzed |
faces and hearty appearance tell of good |
cheer, and the invigorating intluence of
the mountain air,

They have little doubt that, once oper-
ations can be sucoessfully resumed, as
much gold will be taken out this season as
laat. They fail to see any reason why it
should not be Ho. since ruully littlo
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MINING WORK

hns beeu done yet, aud the prospeotor has
a wide fiold pefore him. Many of the re.
ports deprecistory of the mines have been
set afloat by men without auy mining ex-
pertence or without the necessary funds
to pursue the work, There are s goud
many quartz-men at Granite Oreek, and,
on the whole, there is a fair prospeci of a
“‘boom" thiz summer. All the claims on
the oreek had been/

LAID OVER

until the 16th inetant, so that, if the gold
commiesioner does not iEsua any new
ordors to morrow, the 18th, or three
days afterwards, all the claims on the
creek that are not represented will be for-
feited, nnlesa some ressonable cause cun
beshown for thoir non-representation. A
good many, consequently, are going in to
represent claims, snd as many to “jump”
shem, if possible. It is reported that

“ronp' DOUGLAN,
with some of whose history Victorians are

July 1, 1886

i I — e —

ArnesTep.—A young man who

buen spending money freely about tewn
latoly, wus arrested yosterday on sus-
icion of having been concerned in a rob-
Eary up country. When searched g500
was found on Lim., He claimed that he
had been to Granite creek and sold a

olaim to a Chinnmun for 800,

familiar, is 2L the minee. At present, it
Is said, his prospects of ‘“makiug a scake”
pre decidedly poor, since he is in durance
vile, charged with stealing u satchel, tho
property of Doc. Bimpson.

Major Downie, of Downieaville, Cali-
fornia, well-known in the mining annals
of Qalifornia, is now at the mines taking
a look 'round.

e e e - =
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July 11, 1886

GRANITE CREEK DMINES,
“Don’t You Go, Tommy, Don’'t
Go.”

Among the late arrivals from the main-
land is Professor DMenzies, who has re-
turned to the practice of his magnetic
powers in this city. During his trip of
five woeks' duration he was through the
entire Similkameen district, and finds
that the discoveries, so-called, on the
upper creeks do not fully bear out all that
ia claimed for them. DMany men have
worked hundreds of feet of ground, and

BO NOT MAKE LIVING W AUES

from that, and can do better in any of
the streams of Colorado. Granite Creek
proper is not yet bringing out the gold
which is undoubtedly in the bottom. The
works are very extensive and costly; and
men who are not well provided with
means, and who are poing to work in
their own behalf, had better seek the

north or south fork of the Similkameen
inatead of reaching out for those higher
croeks that have been pronounced so rich,
previously. There are numbers of men
through all this section who have not
means enough to take thamselves from
the places where they are now trying to
eke out an existence. Al Granitoe Creek
there are many good hunest workingmen
who cannot get employment, and, under
necessity are even _

COMPELLED TO SEEK THE GARBAGK FROM

THE HOTELS.

I'rade is stagnant and everyihing is over-
done. Many pass by the richor places
on the svuth and north forks of the
Similkameen, hurrying to Granite and
the upper crecke, only to use up their
means and find themselves unable to
make a livelihood; whereus they would,
and can, tind better returns by not going
to far as (iranite City, Many persons
have reached after wuter for beuch claims
and discovered that they were taking
from streams that dried after the main
melting of the snow. The bonch claima

gy o e et e e
on Granite Cresk which, no doubt, are
rich, cannot be worked until after the
streams have been mined, as nobody wiil
be permitted to carry the debris from the
beunches into the creek while every foot
of the latter is being worked. The peo-
ple are all healthy, and at every point on
the wayside one meets with nothing but
civility and good treatment. The prices
of gonds are reasonable, considering the
cost of tranasportation. The trails, mainly,
are good, with the exception of that por-
tion which requires to be taken to avoid
fording the Skagit river. ‘T'his part is
dangerous from its roughness and the
narrowness of the path which winds in
some cases along the very brink of sieep
blutfa.

The above particulars can be vouched
fur; and this being so, the evident moral
to be drawn from ita perusal 1s:  “*Don’t

(io!
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July 20, 1886

GRANITE CREEK. that he has discovered in  that district. |
e He thinks the quartz prospects genorally
Slow 'Mimes With n Late Sen- aru very good,
SO, y I

BMr. R, Stevenson, who has just ar-
rived from Uranite Ureek, says that the
flumea are all in und the wing-dams are
about completed. The water is very luw
and the whole of the bed of the stream,
for & distance of four miles, is being
worked. Some of the men were taking
out pay but nothing great, und the sea-
son 13 regurdod ns being very late. The
mines have so far, fuiled to realize the
very vivid expoctations. The miners
still going in are arriving priocipally by
way of Kamloops, Okanagan and from
the American side; while again, others
sre leaving in numbers sutlicient to keep
the population at about the same fizure
a5 that it has been for twe months past—
1,600 penple, about 800 whites and 700
Chinam=n.  Mr. S.evenson ia getting as-
says made of a new ledge (20 feet thick)

July 23, 1886

T — e —————— -

GRANITE CREELK MINES,

' Reports Still Unfavorable.

A pgentlaman who arrived yesterday
from Granite Creek confivms the late re-
porta we have given of the flat Limes pre-
vailing there; and says that with the ex-
ception of Granite Creek proper and the
Beaver and San Francisco claims in the
Tulameen river, all claims have been left.
Along the creek eoxtending some four
miles above and below Granite city
| miners are busily working, and with

these, 1t is thought, that the results will
be good enough; although with the ex-
ception of what was taken out last year
nothing is known of the richness of the
Cereok.  Until more favorable reports of
| the digging are received it is thought that
'no more men will go in, the number of
Currivals having most materinlly lessened.

il
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Con the 10th inst., says:——We were soared

Cang, and oo month everyone will know

July 25, 1886
dranme Creek,

Mr, A, J. Johnaton of Upanite Creek,
writing to a friend at New Weatminster

—

yesterday by a bush lire, whiclh threaten-
ed thoe city all day.  We foncht it with
shovels and without water; the wind
changed and that was a point i our favor,
The danger 1a over, becanse the material
for tire has been consumed . A wvood
miany companies sre rendy to begin slaic-

what this dratriet 28 o feld for nuvera
may be worth,  The water 1 the ecreeks
19 very low, and if the dry weather con
tinues tho whole eountry will be prospoect-
ed It wmay, but it may not be,  very
rich. "

July 30, 1886

Granite Creek.

A gentleman lately from Granite Creek
informs The Colonist that the water hav-
ing subsided, mining interests are lovki»g
up. The claim owners are doing wll—
as woll as at any time since the ~*£51Ngs
were struck. All the old und ~veral new
claims are being worked with marked suc-
cess. Wive hundred ,doll~# in dust were

received at Victoria ye~orday.
i

m (B | aT
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August 8, 1886

URANITE CREEK FREIGHT,

which hus been transported via Hope will
come i Nicola sgain, it being gonsid-
pred the cheapest route, I am informed
un good authority that freight from Hope
to Granite Creek is 34 cents o pound, and
that owing to o scarcity of feed on that
trail several pack trnins  have beon
obliged to turn out. The feed on the
trail from Coutlie to Granite Creek is ex-
cellont, and the trail is in good order.
Packoers suy that 1t pays them bettor to
pack from Coutlie to Granite Creek for
1§ conts u pound than to pack from Hope
to Granite Creek for ) conts.  Freight
from Spence’s Bridye to Coutlie is 1 cont
a pound, and some large lots have heen
druwu for § and § of a cent. Those who
have claims vn Granite Creek are reported
to be very well satistiad with the pay, al-
though not so large as they expected.
Muossrs, T Woodward & Son huave
er voule from  the Waterous Kngine
Works o new complete grist mill, with
JO-meh burr stones.  They will budd a
new mill, and seem determined to keep

fully abreast of the times. W. W,

Lowenr I\nm.n Aug, 4th.

..... —-__ o ———

August 12, 1886

Alajor Dowuie has wrrived from {he in-
terior, He reports limes very quiet ot
Granite Creel, but believes the prospects
in the'Tulameen conntry nre excellent, Chi-
nese are rapidly buying out the white
winers ol Granite Creek, and soon but few
ufjhu lutter will be found theve.
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August 19, 1886

Highway KRobbery.

| My, Thowpson, of Messra, Thompson &
| Ferguson, who arrived here from Granite
C Ureek  yesterday, wmet  with  an  excit-
Cing  adventure  on his way  frow
the mines, He wos riding along the
’l[npa* trail - when  two ' mwarked  men
suddanly jutuped out from ambush and
‘mmlﬂ the usual demand., Instead of
| throwing up his hands he endeavored to
| got his pistol from his pocket, and the
 netion being observed, one of the men
| tired at him twice, missing him each
' time,  Thompeon turned round and
tired  with better success, for he
| says that one of the mon fell in his track,
| Thompson's horse, alarmed by the shots,
' galloped off, and its rider did not think
that under the circumstances it was ad-
visable to return, He had, al Lhe time,
goveral thoussnd dollars worth of gold

- dust in his possesaion,
—_—— - gl i g

August 22, 1886

N e T ——

NOTICE.

ARE XOTICE THAT II. N. COURSIER AND

A, G JOHUNSTON, carrving on businesa at

Graofte Creek, umder the name ! Coursler & John-

gton, have this Jday made oo assigonment for the

benett of their or ditors to W Heathorn and J. L.

Beckwith, of Victorla, to whom all accounts duly

verificd must be sent in,
Dated dth August, 1558,
THORKTON FELL,
ault wlm Bolicitor for the Assignecs,

September 1, 1886

-

GraNiTE CREEK. — Parties who arrived

ut Hope from CGranite Creek yesterday,

report that they heard nothing of the acts

uf lawlesaness referred to in the Colum. |

blan,
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September 7, 1886

|

| Fal
of |

| nlong

| the
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through
nasnasin wos coneenlod in the bushas by the

enemy in
probably robbery.
| from Granite creek are becoming more wary
a# thieves and tramps are

—— oo o
rrEMrTED Moukoee, - Mr, Aw, Ylarsh,
jwowoer Nicols, was  fired at when viding

thoe  vomd  newr Contlie’™s  on
dlst ult, The bullet  passed
hiv  hnt, The wonld - be

lside., The footpad is not even suspect-
ug Mr. Marsh is not known to have an
the country. The object wus
Parties packing pold

becoming more
1OTOWHE.

——

September 22, 1886

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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In

kocpors huve failed or left, and the place

dition,

‘do

olaims are doing tolerably well,
lison thinks the camp will be a good une
for some years, There was a nugget talien

Lou

$216.

in
of

moruing to
after having paid a fl-ing viait to Victoria,
i informed us that there is as much mining |
' guing on on the svuth fork of the Sewil.

and that a number of bdlaims were psying

tically expeoted, yet there are now abont
| 300 whites and some 600 Chineao thore.

. —— e ow e

The H-I;I-l-llll-illllll!ﬁll Country. |
Mr. J. ¥, Allison, who returned t.hil|
Princeton, Semilkameen,

meen as there is on Granite Oreek,

ry well, Though, of course, evoents
ve provon that the gold fields are not
ual to what was at first so enthusias.

Granite cily, a good many atore-

about settling down to a normal con-
The Old Channel company ure
ing very well drifting; and a fow bench
Mr. Al

t of Slate creck the other dsy worth’
‘I'he principal difticulty of mining
this district is the comparative scarcity

FIVARE NOTICE THAT THE

water. Speaking of the atorekeepers,

September 9, 1886

NOTIOCE

_—

UNDERSIGNED 18
Trusteo voder an Assignwent in Trust for the

vreditors of all the offeets of John Auatin amwd Cath-
erine Auslin,
thielr meconnts, swornu to, at ones,
Dated st Granite City, Ang 2od, 1856,
sl w

Ureditors are requested to send In

DUNCAN A, MeDONATD,

goods are actually being sold cheaper
than they could be procured in Vietoria;
also that there is a foarful amount ef
drunkenness amongst thoe Indiana there,
whioh he putadown to the fact of there
being so many saloons that all are not
able to make a legitimate living.,

= \\
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October 2, 1886

The Granite Creek Mines.

Mr. A. M, Nelson, just returned from
Granite oreek, has furnished the reporter
with u few items of news from the mines.
The latest excitement among the gold hunt-
ers was caused by the finding of a $215
nugget on Slate creekk. About 25 men are
prospecting theroe and the indieations have
been rather favorable so far. A great many
have not lost faith in the Similkameen
country yet, nnd Mr: Nelson says thero is
scattered through it a much larger number
of white and Chinese miners than most
people have any iden of. So far as Granite
creek is congerned more than half of the
claims are worked ont, but a good deal of |
attention is being given to bench diggings,
The old Channel company which are still
drifting have been making two thirds ex-
penses all along, A onc-fourth intorest
was recently sold for $750. Water has
been very low for some weeks; in fact, too
low for mining; and it is said of the miners
that if they ever pruy at all, they aro pray-
ing for more water. Ourv informant adds
that higher water is expected very soou,
but whether it is a8 a result of the gold
diggers' supplications or not he eannot say,
There are very few idle men in camp at
present. The gamblers have all gone away
and six whisky shops have closed up since
spring; but unfortunately these cannot be
claimed as triumphs for morality or tem-
perauce, sceing the gamblers and saloon
keepers left because the dust was not there,
Things are severely quiet just now at Gran-
ite creek and cheap,  Building that were
erected there some months ugo at a cost of
$1600 conld be purchased for $25, and they
are a drug on the market at that price.
Yeople have gone out of the real estate busi -
ness altogether,—Colwinbinn,




October 12, 1886

Granite Crees.—Mr. John Pomeroy,
a miner from Granite Creek, arrived
Saturday night, and reports that there is
no news of special importance in the
oamp. BSeveral miners have left for
Kottle river to investigate the reported

new strike there.

- r—
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October 22, 1886

—— s —

(Columbian,)
Mr. Allison, who came down from Sim- |
ilknmoen a fuw days ago, says gold min-
Cing has been going on in that country for
| the lust 17 years and 1t will continue to
L go on for 17 more,  Gold 1a being taken
out of Granite Creek, and he says it will
keop a faw men employed evory year; but
there was never anything to warrant last
your's boom,  High diggings are worked
there which pay §1L 80 per day te the man
and when water ean be brought to them
thoy will bo worked to better advantage.
Mr. Allison thinks that quartz mining
will be earricd on extengively in tha Sim-
ilkameen digtrict before many years,
{(Gunrding,)

November 28, 1886

i Tk

Hors Traie. —A despatch from Hope
yesterday says: ‘‘Stevenson'’s pack train
arrived from Granite Creek to-day; he
reports the trail good; weather fine; and
expects to make one or two trips more for
merchants anxious to get freight i this
way.
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