Obituary of Ed Cook, Son of
Granite Creek Pioneer, Foxcrowle Percival Cook

The Similkameen Newsleader February 14, 2006

Pioneer passes at 93

Famdy
arrived
here in

1870s

Ed Cook, the son of pioncers to
|- the Micola and Similkameen
| Valleys and one of the few persons
who could claim to have been bom
at Granite Creek, BC, died Tuesday,
February Tth, 2006 at Ridgewood
Lodge in Princeton. He was 93,

His mother, Emma Woodward,
was a year old when her parents,
Henry and Rachel Woodward,
packed up their nine children and
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: : moved from Omario to British
Edward Henry Cook passed away Tuesday, February 7th at Ridgewood Lodge. | Columbia in the 1870s. She was a
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gold had been discovered in
Granimﬁﬂekaﬁﬂhtopmedlﬁs
fiirst store there.
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was 19, he was 31. :

Edward Henry Cook was bom at
" home in Granite Creek on August
7, 1912, and his father was so
pleased he gave the attending doc-
tor $100.00! He now had a son to
carry on the family name; Ed’s five
older siblings were all girls.

After F P. Cook died in 1917,
Emma Cook moved with her twio
youngest™ ‘hildren, Agnes and
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Princeton, to be closer o
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who had strong feelings about the
rights and responsibilities of per-
sons bom into those circumstances
and he brought up his family that
way so, when it came time to take
up adult responsibilities, Edward
assumed management of one of the
‘family stores, although he would
have preferred to work on the G. P,
Myren Ranch at the north end of the
Otter Valley, in which E B Cook
had had an interest.

He was managing the store in
Cuahnmﬂ“tmhemjmnﬂm
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1938. When Canada went to war
agmnstﬁmmny the coal mine at
Blakebum closed down and with it

ss, so Edward and
store and moved to
1940, where he
the BC Electric

s later, he accepted

Brunswick.

For the next twenty years, Ed
ran the store and took part in
town activities: He was a mem-
ber of the Mamnk Lodge but he
also joined the R Cluh and

took his turn on tal
board and was, in fax:t chair of
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tal opened. One of the stunts he
took part in was taking the Welby
Stage to Vancouver in 1958 as
part  of BC's  Centennial
; Celebrations: Jack Munsie, then

Edward Cook, 93, sits heside a rose descended from one his
mother had grown at Granite Creek in the early 1900s.




President of the Board of Trade,
- rode in style inside the coach; Pat
Wright drove it with Ed Cook as
guard and Harold Allison and
Harry Elias as outriders.

Ed’s desire 1o work on a ranch
had never left him and he bought
the Thynne Lake Ranch in the
Otter Valley, north of Tulameen.
It wasn't the old Myren place, but
it was right next door. Ed and
Jean moved there in 1963 and
spent the next decade on the
ranch, before retiring to
Princeton. That retirement didn’t
last long; Jean wanted him out
from under her feet so he took a
job reading meters for Princeton
Light and Power, which lasted
until ill health slowed him down.

- Ed was a patriotic son of BC

T‘"ﬁld»h%'hkpd nuthm_g better than

what was going on. I-Iemeuwdm
remember every road he had ever
driven. His memory for BC's
geography was exceptional.

In later years he developed an
obsession with water; he felt the
United States was taking too
much Canadian water and he
thought more should be kept at
home, behind an extensive mt.s
of dams,

Edward Cook was predeceased
by his wife Jean in 2000. He is
survived by his sons Barrie
(Kathrine) and Dennis (Bonnie),

- gmndchlidm Kelly,
Tl'al:'_',ql" and Denise; and great-
grandehildren Linsie, Deseree.
Clint, Derek, Cache, Lauren and
Ethan. By his request, there will
be no funeral. :




